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time. A further idea in these ceremonies is that not only will the departing spirit be benefited; but also that if it reaches heaven it will intercede for the survivors. A fear of demons and evil spirits is one that dominates the minds of these people to a fearful extent, and there is little doubt but that this feeling, more than any other, prompts the masses of India in their funeral rites and observances for the dead.
The Malas, like the orthodox Hindus, have a ceremony for the dead every month for the first year after the decease, and on the last of these there is a feast something like that of the peddadinamu. There is also an annual ceremony made by those who can afford it.
The description given of the funeral rites and ceremonies of the Mdlas may also serve for those of the Madigas, or dealers in skins and leather, There are minor differences, but substantially their ceremonies are the same. This description will also be sufficient to give a general idea of the funeral rites of most -of those castes or tribes who, though not regularly included within the pale of the Brahminical religion, still to a certain .extent perform, in an illegitimate kind of way, rites and ceremonies of evidently Hindu origin; which at the same time are mixed up with ceremonies derived from undoubted pagan sources.
Having no personal knowledge of the death ceremonies of tribes totally, or almost so, unconnected with Hinduism, I have consulted a few of the Government District Manuals for information on the subject, and the rest of this chapter is chiefly taken from these sources. The Nilgiri District Manual compiled by the late Mr. Ghrigg contains most interesting information which will answer all my purpose. It describes a great variety of customs current amongst non-Hindu tribes.
The most interesting of these ceremonies are those of the Todas.   At the funerals of these people a number of buffaloes are killed to supply the deceased with milk 31